THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

Patala, which was described as a subterranean
region, and which eventually became the Brah-
manical Hell.

The term Naga was then applied to those de-
scendants of the Solar tribes who had not become
regenerate, but who retained the religion and
customs of their forefathers. Now, these have all
become more or less orthodox Hindus.

Indian folk-lore, however, is full of legends
relating to the rajas and warriors of the serpent
race. And the ancient festival of the Naga-
panchami is celebrated to this day, throughout
India, in honour of the Naga demi-gods.